
Building Foundations for America’s Future

An implicit goal of the CCC was to restore morale in an era 
of 25% unemployment for all men and much higher rates for 
poorly educated teenagers. Through a regime of heavy manual 
labor, civic and political education, and an all-male living and 
working environment, the CCC tried to build “better men” 
who would be economically independent and self-reliant. 
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Grounds and Barracks, CCC Camp 2599, S-76, Kanawha State Forest
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Work Crew, CCC Camp 2599, S-76, Kanawha State Forest

Reserve o�  cers from the U.S. Army were in charge of the 
camps, but there was no military training. However, the army 
found numerous benefi ts in the program. The CCC provided 
command experience to Organized Reserve Corps o�  cers. 
Through the CCC, the regular army could assess the leadership 
performance of both regular and reserve o�  cers. The CCC 
provided lessons which the army used in developing its 
wartime mobilization plans for training camps. 
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